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" BORN IN MADEIRA, TIHE AWARD-WINNING NINI ANDRADEY
AMAZE ALL FOUR CORNERS OF THE GLOBE WITH HER PROJE

NASCIDA NA MADEIRA E SENDO UMA DAS DESIGNER INTERIORES
NACIONAIS MAIS PREMIADAS, NINI ANDRADE SILVA CONTINUA A
 SURPREENDER PELOS QUATRO CANTOS DO MUNDO COM OS

'SEUS PROJECTOS |
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Known for her fascination with all things
emtal. the designer admits that Asia is one
ser great inspirations: “T love the Asian
winent; it's a world apart. The people are
o spiritual,” she explains. “It's an impor-
art of my work. I love i i
wntal elements in projects. b
wms pieces. Its simply a se
ssmitted by the environm
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Conhecida pelo fascinio que nute pelo
oriente, a designer menciona que a Asia € uma das
suas grandes inspiracoes: “Adoro o o
asiatico, € um mundo a parte, 3s PEss0as Sa0 1
espirituais. E uma importante referéndia no meu
trabalho, adoro introduzir elementos orientais nos
projectos, mas nem sempre s30 pecas, € Smples-
mente a serenidade transmitida pelos ambient
acrescentando que No  Processe Cisiive PIocui=
‘inspiracao em todo o lado. em viagen
pessoas_. mantenho os olhos bem
Cosiumo dizer aos meus colaboradores pars
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“och various oriental elements — such as
= oressive 4x3-metre entrance door —
* =izl role in the relaxed zen-like image
0 hotel. With water and harmony with
. wrounding nature as the basis for the
woura concept, the hotel is a perfect
i in the stunning area of Vale da Douro.
= Lisbon’s first Design Hotel, Fontana
B perfectly symbolises Nini Andrade
= fusion between east and west. A true
retreat, the hotel has a cosmopolitan
. =unimal feel, dominated by black and
= and unexpected touches of green,
& = and natural materials, which take us
“stant exotic destinations. Set in the
of the capital, Fontana Park features
sent spaces in an interesting play bet-
“= Loht and shadow, natural and industrial,
wor and exterior, and is the perfect
. on from which to discover Lisbon.
= Madeira, the designer developed a
=pt that remains relatively untapped
“rtugal: a hotel entirely dedicated to
Emaking.
" =specting the island’s cultural roots and
© the wine and its production cycles as

inspiration, The Vine is consideréd one of
the most special hotels in Funchal. Taking
us through the different seasons of the year
thmugh a palette of natural co]()urs, with
greens, greys, purples and browns, the hotel
has a unique ambience, where sophistication
and nature come together superbly. Eclectic,
luxurious and perfectly placed within the
surrounding landscape, the hotel itself- -
created by Catalan architect Ricardo Bofill -
is undoubtedly one of Nini Andrade Silva's
most impressive hotel projects.

Bearing in mind that a hotel should be a
welcoming and unusual place, the Madeiran
designer believes that the whole experience
begins at the reception: “Guests should be
surprised as soon as they enter the hotel.
However, the bed is the most important
piece; it should be of a good quality and have
fantastic sheets. As I'm always travelling, and
hotels are practically my second home, the
bed plays an essential role to relax after a
long trip, but it's not the only element to keep
in mind. The staff’s pride in their work is also
important. The energy they convey when
doing certain tasks and the way they make »»
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»» Localizado no centro da capital, o Fontana Park
apresenta nos diversos espacos um interessante
jogo entre luz e sombra, entre natural e industrial,
entre interior e exterior, sendo o local ideal para
partir & descoberta de Lisboa.

Ja na Madeira, a designer desenvolveu um
conceito ainda pouco explorado em Portugal, um
hotel inteiramente dedicado a vinicultura, Respel-
tando as raizes culturais da itha e tendo o vinho e 03
seus ciclos de produgao como inspiracao, o The
Vine afirma-se como um dos hotéis mais especiais
do Funchal. Transportandc-nos pelas diversas
estacdes do ano através de uma palete de cores
naturais como o verde, cinza, roxo e castanho, o
hotel apresenta um ambiente Unico, onde sofisti-
cacao e Natureza se fundem de farma exemplar.
Ecléctico, luxuoso e enquadrando-se na perfeicio
na cenario circundante, o hotel - gue contou com
um projecto de arquitectura do cataldo Ricardo
Bofill - € sem divida um dos mais impressionantes
notéis assinados por Nini Andrade Silva.

Considerando que um hotel deve serum local
acclhedor e fora do comum, a designer madeirense
refere que toda a experiéncia se inicia"'na recepcao,
0 hoéspede deve sentirse surpreendido no
momento em que entra no hotel. No entanto a »»



»» guests feel welcomed is essential,” says
the designer. “Interior design is an important
factor, and if it’s done well, all styles can be
beautiful.”

Although interior design is the most
visible side of Nini Andrade Silva's work,
painting has taken on an important role in the
designer’s life. “Everything is interlinked. The
pebbles on Madeira’s beaches have inspired
my paintings, but also many of my interior
design projects. The Garota do Calhau paint-
ings [a name given to underprivileged chil-
dren in Funchal] are present in some of the
best contemporary art collections and have
helped me achieve one of my biggest dreams:
to help those that need it most. My parents
were teachers and they always helped the
school’s more underprivileged children, so
since | was a child, I've always had a strong
connection to good causes. Through my foun-
dation, I have numerous plans in this area,
including opening a school in Brazil and
developing programmes in housing estates.”

At a time when the recession doesn't
seem to be loosening its grip on Portugal,
Nini Andrade Silva has a pragmatic and con-
fident approach, stating that “the Portuguese
creatives have to find work abroad and bring
it back to Portugal, just like [ did. It's the only
way to get ahead, seeing as the national
market is small.” She tells us: “1 just got a call
from a supplier of mine in Malaysia, inviting
me to do a hotel with him. And from this
project, many others are sure to follow.” =

»» cama é a peca mais importante, deve ser de
boa qualidade e ter uns lengdis fantasticos. Como
estou sempre a vigjar, € os hotéis sao praticamente
2 minha segunda casa, a cama desenrola um papel
essencial para se descansar apds uma longa
viagem, mas nao é o Unico elemento a ter em
conta num hotel. O brio dos empregados também

& muito importante. A energia que transmitem ao

efectuarem as diversas tarefas e a forma comao
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fazem os hospedes sentirem-se Dem-
fundamental’, referindo zinda que © o=
interiores é um factor importante, e desce
feito, todos os estilos podem ser bonitos:
Apesar do design de interiores ser = =8
visivel do trabalho de Nini Andrade Sz =
tem assumido um papel de relevo no o
designer.“Esta tudo interligado. Os seixa

meus quadros, mas também para mui
projectos de interiores. As pinturas Garotz oo
(nome pelo qual eram conhecidas as crizre
necessitadas do Funchal) estao presentes =
mas das melhores colecgdes de art
poranea e tém-me ajudado a realizar um o8
grandes sonhos: ajudar agueles que ma:
tam. Como 0s meus pais eram professorss
pre ajudaram as criangas mais carenciadas =
tive desde a minha infancia uma grande
causas de beneficéncia. Através da minha 7.8
tenho bastantes planos nesta area, inc
abertura de uma escola no Brasil e de
accdes em bairros socials”

Num momento em que crise parece na
donar a agenda nacional, Nini Andrade S
senta Uma postura pragmatica e co
referindo que "os criativos portugueses
buscar trabalho ao estrangeiro e traz
Portugal, tal como eu tenho feito. E a tnic
de se avancar, visto o mercado nacio
pequeno. Ainda agora recebi uma chamada
fornecedor meu da Malasia a convidar-
fazer um hotel com ele... e a partir deste p
V30 certamente surgir muitos mais’ m
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