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HE'S probably one of Portugal's
mst famous exports.
Besides being a celebrity designer

tor the stars and having designed
award-winning hotels in America, Europe
and Asia {(Cambodia and Timor, Indonesia),
houses and offices warldwide — she's also the
face behind the NGO (non-governmental
organisation) headed by her architect
brather called Girl of the Pebhles.

This NGO was founded o ensure that
the children of Madeira are able to pursue
their studies and have holidays besides
taking care of the elderly.

Having launched her own range of
custom-made furniture, jewellery and her
unigue series « if paintings on stones as
well as her own design centre — and not
necessarily in that order — the free-spirited
MNini Andrade Silva, who also founded S+A,
Dresign by Nini Andrade Sibva, has a natural
affinity for pebbles that knows ne bounds.

“They call me Garata Do Cialhas -
which means the 'Girl of the pebhles’. Ar
the association, evervone wears a visual of
PLH"I[L on their t-shirts,” she mused.

“Everything around my life revolves
around pebbles so | design around this
theme,” she said laughingly, her blue eyes
twinkling with delight, ateributing her
fascination to the facr chat she grew up on
the island of Madeira where pebhles are
found in abundance.

Designing with pebbles

Her love for pebbles Aowed namrally
into the design work she undertook for a
\pm:]a]n |1nt-.] in her hometown.

“The horel | desipned on Madeiea [sland

“I LOVE natural elements. We always have {ogo
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where | live resonates with the story of the
Boys of the Pebbles’. The pebbles o me
represent the lirtle kids who used o play
freely by the beach. My collection and life
revalve around the pebbles and I've used
them in my designs as part of the whole
story of Madeira,” she said during our
interview session one rainy day when she was
in town o give a presentation for TEDxKL,

“I also paint stones that form one of
the biggest collections of modern art in the
world at the Berarde Collection Museum of
modern and contemporary art in Belem, a
district of Lisbon in Pormugal”

Enurrnwinb meore than a leaf of
inspiration from the beauty of nanre
surrcunding the site on which she designs,
Mini draws ideas from the namral resources
enveloping the site where each of the horel
projects she undertakes are available in
abundance which shapes the story and
concept of her designs,

Figment of her imagination

The Beautique Hotels Figueira project which
she undertook saw her partaking inspiration
from the fig trees surrounding the site ~
using their shapes, roots and leaves as part of
the overall design story.

Walking through the corridars of the
hotel, guests will distinctively notice various
stylised interpretation of trees spreading out
—with the overlipping tables joined from the
walls as it were — to indicate the extension of
trecs overflowing to form rables,

The bar area, meanwhile, represents
the roots spreading ourwards. Spilling aver
to the commeon areas and inferrupting in-
berween spaces with creative overtones
resembling branches, roots and the shape of
leaves — a specially created spa area upstairs
miade out of laminated wood designed to

around this plant in the interors
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resemble the roots of the mee with windows
representing the inside of the tree looks
especially intriguing.

“You can lie inside the spa area to
appreciate a view of Lisbon cutside,” she
said.

Offering a breathtaking view
overlooking the Castelo de Sdo Jorge
medieval castle, the spa area literally whisks
guests to another era.

“This spa arca was made our of wood,

We had o cut all the wood, piece by
piece. It was like building a sculprure,”
she recalled.
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Even the rest area adjacent to the
restaurant and bar boasts a sight to behold,
An imposing symbolism of a fig ree
rranshared into a soylised and vibrandy
coloured fig fruit akes pride of place in
the centre of the restroom where one can
wash his or her hands while basking in the
striking beauty of the design.

“This hotel is located in a square in
Lishon called the Square of Figs. Figueira is
henee named after the Ag ree, Thaes why
we've buile the entire hotel to resemble the
tree which starts downstairs and rises up to
the last floor”

| image. She designed the chaize lounge like a | landscaped gardens, she gazed admiringly out into

Back to our roots, | like (o tall so lee- I a story
teller for hotels. That's why they call me 'Ninimasgst”
becausza |'m a menimalist in the way | design whila
being a story teller as well. | alweays say, i's not
what we 22e, but wha! we fegl that is important,”
shie mised

Indeed. This distinction of being one with
nature i3 apparent in the hotel designs undertaken
by Mini, 52, So much so that her natural affinity in
using inspiration bomowed from nature is evident in
the way she designs the hotels — ghang rnse 1o the
exprassion of her unique style dubbed “MNinimalisn™

It'a avident that this talented Portuguese
intenor designer's ability to incorporate her creative
interpretation in her designs knows no bounds, just
like: diesigning for the Sacchansm Hotel which i3 a
tribute 1o the eponymous plant transiated 1o mean
augar cana in Latin thet sees her waaving a story

“The sugar cane i plantad, grown and cul 1o
be mada into things like the honey cake, honay
brown sugar and rum as well. Everything comes
from the sigar cane and the whole story of the
hoted is about the sugar cane,” she shared,

Being the craative intenor architect, har other
hotel creations such as the Bogota Colombia done
in representations of gold and emerald as the site
= farmous for gems and the Victora Stone Hoted
In Evora - a Unesco (United Nations Educational,
Scsntific and Cultural Organisation) World Heritage
sile = using the concept of cromieques = stones
heralding back thousands of years which are
irmparant in the area known as the largest spa fown
in Portugal — speak volumes about her passian,

She has also conceptuaised a chair in a
coflaboration with Cristiano Ronakdo for the United
Mationa in aid of efugess whersby ha lent his

golclen wave thal comes out of Macdeira island
where Honaldo = the "golden foolballer” was also
bom

“We did an atction at Christie’s in England. |
Inferestinghy. the inside of the chayr was designed
like & football net whis the exterion looks Bke a
golden wave,” she commented on the CRT Chaise
Lownge,

The Dune is another interesting sofa that
was named the best sofa in the world three years
&30 mn London, “It's Be a dune at the beach,
and everything refales back to the beach,” she
enthusad |

As the rain plcked up pace during the coursa
af our intenview and then descended down in
an-amost light-heared aligned dance dalicataly
lencing on the huge transparent windows kooking
out to the manicured greanary of the hotel's |

the lish greenery, and aimos] wistiully expressed
har desire to “design a hotel in Malaysia™

“You Know, | neally love this greenary. The gresn
fere is clarker and thicker than arywhere In the
world, It's like having lungs in the city. All these trees
are lantaste. Malaysia has fantastic gardens that
are chanse, | want to design a very nice project, &
special hated in KL working with the greenery of the
frees and a large garden insde. | love KL because
of the people and their 2miles. ife treas and food.
The people here are very nice. | would also love to
heva my own furniture shop in KL

*Design can contribute a lot to the world
came into the world 1o design and want 1o finish my
life hiedping people fo design.” expressad Minl with
a chsarming smile. No wonder, with har vivacious
personakty and passionate drive, she's truly ans of
Portugal's personal ambassadors of design ?



